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Abstract
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do not have proper building and other basic facilities which are requireq for :tm.”"
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positive about the need and importance of pre-pr imaryeducationi.e. ECCE since j is the

backbone of primary education.
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INTRODUCTION:

It is the known fact that, quality of any education program can only be as good as the
teacher who teachesit. The National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education
(NCFTE-2009) acknowledges this as to be a key factor and articulates the concern that
generally those who function as teacher educators do nothave specific professional
training or experience. In the context of the early childhood stage; which comprises the
initial six to eight years of life and is of critical significance as the formative stage of
education; child’s life needs to be carefully handled during this period.

Meaning and Nature of Preprimary Education

As per the NCFTE-2009, Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) which is 250
knowtn called as Pre-primary Education; aims at total development of a child in 2
Ieamm.g environment that is joyful, child centred, play and activity based. Now aday ﬂlf
education has become an important part of modern education system. Theprivate SC_hOé z
are imparting education effectively in big cities at higher cost, whereas in rural Indiat®

education is not a serious concern for teachers and parents. Recently, variou
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Hiswll ‘ 4, most socicties bcl.:eved éhat )f();lﬂg children between 6-8
-y deca e recipients of learning and socialization. Research based insi
ke 551; edcvelopment after thc_ Second World War, led by B.Bgl;}%?ftsﬁ e
carly s Frobel, John De*&vey and P:qget anc? nore recently Daniel Stem et ai hellm;id‘r
Montes fhe yery young child as an actn:e participant in his/her process of grov'vingpu
{0 rc?locat?n1 lemented pqrhaps the wor_ld s largest ECCE program known as Integraté)ci
[ndia hasvclopm"’“t Services (ICDS) since 1975. Begun in just 35 blocks, it has been
child D-cersalized all over the country by the d1}'ect1v§ of honourable Supreme Court
pow untv am caters the pre gnant mot11er§ for their nutritional care, health checkups pré
This Pf‘:; atal care, other than the early childhood education. ’
and pos

4G NIFIC ANCE OF THE STUDY

mary Education, aims at to.ta.1 development in a learning environment that is;
Pre- 1 child ¢ entred, play and activity based and provides the foundation to primary
joyfu +-on. In metro cities ECCE program is basically related with pre-primary education
edutt:n w'hich prepares a child for future education and development. At present every
ihil d géts compulsory pre-primary education in formal way mostly in private schools in
the name of NUTSEry and K.G. classes.

In Government schools, there is no separate system of preprimary education till date, but
- national capital Dethi some of the Government, schools have started two year
preprimary program like that of private schools. Parents are very serious to put their kids
in various reputed private schools to secure their kid’s career. In metro cities, private
schools provide good environment to attract the kids and also they charge hefty amount
during the course of two years before reaching to class first. Keeping in view the above
facts, thepresent study has revealed the status of pre-primary education (ECCE)
inprivate schools of north district of Delhi and also tried to find the reactions of pre-
primary teachers towards the importance of this education.

» Interaction

years of age

OBJECTIVES:

I. To stugly the status of pre-primary education or Early Childhood Care and
Education(ECCE)in private pre-primary schools.

% Tostudy the perception of preprimary school teachers about the need and importance
OfPre'Drlmary education.

HYPOTHESES:.
The diy

—ectional positive hypotheses have been formulated for the study; it
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1. The status of preprimary education or Early Childhood Care and Education (EC
good level. CE)

inall private schools is of
ers of pre-primary education or Early Childhood Care
an

2. The perception of all teach :
Educationis positive, since they properly understand the need and importance Sf
1§

education.

DEFINITIONS OFKEY TERMS:
Education or Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE): 1 ;
f two years introduced by NCERT for to.tal 1 ht'lie
Chilg

Preprimary
at is; joyful, child centred, play anqg activ;
Vity

preprimary education program O
development in a learning environment th

based.
Status of Preprimary Education: Status refers to the present condition of pre-prim
ary

education i.e. Nursery and K.G. classes in private schools situated in Delhj.
Perception of teachers: It refers to the reaction or attitude of preprimary teach
ers

towards the need and importance of preprimary education.

DELIMITATIONS:
1. Study was limited to the North district of Delhi.
2. Onlyrecognized private pre- primary schools were randomly selected for the study,

3. A ge_lf_' made questionnaire for perception of teachers and a checklist for hgs;
facilities inpre-primary schools were used for data collection. e

METHODOLOGY:
The normative research survey method was applied to conduct the study;

POPULATION:
All recognized privately managed pre-primary schools of north district of Delhi have

been considered asthe population of study.

SAMPLE:

Th ' ' '

o IE; zgngﬁoc;c;mp;nied ofsixtypre-primary -teachers chosen fromtenrecognized private
s of the selectedarea. Purposive quota sampling technique was applied to

getthe desired sample for the study.

TOOLS USED:
1. NCERT i :
private rire§cnbedCheck List to know the status; basic facilities in selected
pre-primary schools regardingpre-primaryeducation
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jonnaire to study the percepti ;
- made Questiont Creeption or attityde ;
2 elgrl:]ing need and importance of pre-primary education of Preprimary teachers
rcg '

OCEDURE OFDATA COLLECTION:
PR

2 Was gathered from all selected preprima
The _d? 4 basic facilities through the checklist. The qu
1‘qu“rﬁccted preprimary teachers to know about

s¢ :
g:maryeducanon.
pROCEDURE OFANALYSIS OF DATA:
e data was analyzed quantitatively as well qualitativel
ctatistical methods and techniques.

STATUS OF PRE-PRIMARY SCHOOLS:

The status represents t.h.e- overall guality of pre-primary education that is; school
nfrastructure, basic facilities, teaching methodology, teaching staff and overall quality
of education. All these points were assessed with the help of checklist.

ry _schools by cross
cstionnaire was distri
their perception re

checking all
buted among
garding pre-

y by using appropriate

Table 1: Showing the status of preprimary schools as per the checklist

Sr. No| No. of Selected | Overall status of schools Results
Preprimary school
1 School. A Good & Satisfactory Six schools were found in
2 School. B Good & Satisfactory ‘Good& Satisfactory’
3 School .C Poor & Unsatisfactory condition as per
4 School .D Poor & Unsatisfactory the quality checks.
5 School .E Good & Satisfactory
6 School .F Poor & Unsatisfactory
- School .G Good & Satisfactory | Four schools were found in
8 School .H Poor & Unsatisfactory | ‘Poor &Unsatisfactory’
- School .1 Good & Satisfactory condition as per
10 School .J Good & Satisfactory the quality checks.
Total school = 10
e e

ifdper 1!13 table-1, out of ten selected pre-primary private schools, six were fo}lglg'jrin’[%(:;g
Schozflltlst'actory condition; following all quality standards set by the II\IC Wiih good
located in proper area and have almost all basic facilities a n
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infrastructure and academic environment. 'I"hess S-ctl‘:t(s);o}]?h:l:tﬁ?i ' :.11%1 traineq
cxperienced teachers getting proper salary and other bencfits. 1t Were foulldj
Xp e ve less than 30 students which is g0od f, n
r

i ; ha
roper uniform and Nursery, K.G. class .
Feagwr to pay individual attention. The new teaching methodology was used and IE)I

g o olacs o show audio-visual aids and kids were foung L
o i 101_md I?‘ wuyl;:)t;;,sb \lvoerc]: reported in below average category; haVinguSSy In
i “our S¢ g G
joyful learning. Foui The number of kids in these schoolg Wa :Zall

4 93 heti itions.

building. poor and pathetic condi .
high i aIIJ)ovc fifty in one class and nursery ffﬂd K.G. cla;.;scs W‘?Tetl}'zuxid together due g
lack of rooms. LED T.V and audio-visual aids were not seen in the class ang teachey,

were also found very exhausted due to large number of kids in each class.

These schools charge proper admission fees and 1qonth1?;.t‘f1t1on cliegs from each Studeg;
but they don’t have proper infrastructural and basic faci c;tles dar_l othgr less aboyt the
quality education. These schools !1ave more untrained and inexperienced teacherg
working on low salary and also less in number as compared to the strength of studeng i
eachpre-primarysection. The drinking water and toilet faCﬁitleS dwere'not Proper as onj,
two water taps and two toilets were reported in each school and which were not being
cleaned regularly, producing foul smell arqund. The overall COHdltIOH- of these four
private pre-primary schools was found unsatisfactory. Thus, In case of SiX pre-primg
schools the directional hypothesis was accepted, whereas of four schools rejected,

PERCEPTION OF PRE-PRIMARY TEACHERS :

Perception means the awareness and attitude of a person regarding any issue or cause, Ip
this study the perception of pre-primary school tea}chers was t_aken Into consideratiop
regarding the need and importance of this education in a child’s life.

Table 2: Showing the perception (attitude) of pre-primary school teachers
regarding need and importance of preprimary education

Sr. | Perception level | Range of| Number | % age Result
No. raw score| of teachers
Large number of
1 High Positive (32-45) 24 60 preprimary teachers
(80%) show High
positive perception.
2 gt L ber of teachers
Moderate Positive o
(Average) (16-31) 07 18 (18 %) show Moderate
positive perception. |
e f
Low Pogit Very less number o
3 el s (0-15) 01 02 teachers (2%) shows
(Negative) i :
low positive perception. |
Total (0-45) 40 100 % -
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13. That majority ofteachers (80%) have show_rn high level Positive perception or attityde
towards the nced and importance of pre-primary education.

14. Less number of teachers (18%) has shown moderate or average level of perceptioy or
attitude.

15. Only two percent teachers (2%) have shown lox.v level ornegative perception towardy
the need and importance of pre-primary education.

16. The overall result revealed that majority of pre-primary teachers think positive ab gy,
the need and importance of pre-primary education (ECCE) since it is the backbong of
primary education.

EDUCATIONALIMPLICATIONS:

> The present study results revealed that; all private pre-primary schools do not haye
proper infrastructure and basic facilities to cater quality education.

> Since pre-primary education is the foundation to primary education and thus needs to
be taken seriously by the private management and all the teachers.

» Proper checking and inspection from the concerned authorities should be conducted
onregular basis to maintain the quality in this education.

> Serious action should be taken by the concerned authorities against these schools by
disaffiliating them, who do not follow the prescribed norms of NCERT.

CONCLUSION:

Through the study results it can be concluded that pre-primary education is most
important part of every child’s education and also provides base for primary education.
So to provide quality education at school level, it is necessary to improve the quality of
pre-primary education in every school, not only in national capital Delhi but throughout
the country. For improvement and expansion of pre-primary education, innovative
strategies should be followed to bring qualitative and desirable change in pre-primary
education/ Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE).
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